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On Jan. 19, a Second Military Tribunal judge threw out charges filed by civilian court judge Alberto
Chaigneau against the participants in a recent telephone tapping scandal. The decision absolved
three participants in the scandal, including Army Capt. Fernando Diez Vidal, who was responsible
for taping the controversial conversation. A Santiago appeals court rejected criminal charges
against Deputy Evelyn Matthei which would have resulted in her expulsion from the Chamber of
Deputies. (For most recent coverage of the scandal see NotiSur 01/05/93.) Separate investigations
conducted by civilian judicial, military, and National Renovation (Renovacion Nacional, RN)
party officials had substantiated the involvement of all those absolved in the Jan. 19 rulings. The
scandal involved a conversation between RN Sen. Sebastian Pinera and a journalist discussing how
to discredit Matthei, who was competing with Pinera for the RN presidential nomination. Soon
thereafter, a tape of that conversation was broadcast on a national TV show. It was later revealed
that Army Intelligence telecommunications operator Capt. Diez had given the tape to Matthei,
who provided it to the television station. Pinera then denounced the eavesdropping and taping
of the conversation, and the case was assigned to judge Chaigneau. After the wiretapping was
traced to Army Intelligence installations in Santiago, the civilian court declared that the case no
longer fell within its jurisdiction. The case was then transferred to the Second Military Tribunal.
As a result of the scandal, both Pinera and Matthei dropped out of the presidential race and were
sanctioned by the RN party, while Army Intelligence director Gen. Ricardo Contreras resigned.
The Second Military Tribunal ruled that no crime had been committed. Sen. Sebastian Pinera and
RN president Andres Allamand protested the ruling and decided to petition the Supreme Court
for an appeal. Allamand said "The only way [the ruling] can be interpreted is that in Chile it is
absolutely legal to record cellular phone conversations and later use them for political ends. I find
that inconceivable." [Sources: Spanish news service EFE, 01/19/93; Notimex, El Mercurio (Chile), La
Nacion (Chile), 01/20/93]
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